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Eld. Sist. I am glad you have named them, because I would argue from the best example you can give: I allow they live as well as 'tis possible for two of so wide and irreconcileable principles to do> and it is owing to a world of good humour, affection5 and charity, in both of them; but if you think there is not something wanting between them, which ought to be between a man and his wife, something essential to what we call happiness, something they would give half their estate to have, and the want of which, robs them of the sweetest part of relation, and of the best and most solid comfort of a married life; or if you think that they are not both sensible of it, you are greatly mistaken.
Sist. I do not converse much with them, not I ; but I know they are a very loving couple, and everybody takes notice of it, and admires them for it.
Eld. Sist. Before I go on where I was speaking, let me take notice to you that your very last words now are an argument on my side; it is true, they are admired for their kind and pleasant way of living one with another; and why is it! but because it is ro seldom, so rare, so wonderful indeed, to find two of different opinions agree so well, that all people wonder at these two: and shall any young woman, that values her peace, and lays any stress upon the happiness of an agreement with her husband, venture upon such a circumstance, in which it must needs be next to a miracle, if she has any such happiness?
Sist. You don't know but there may be many more such.
Eld. Sist. Well, but I'll keep to your own example, and I will convince you, sister, that, even in these two, who are happy to a miracle, yet there is an exception to their felicity; and, though they love entirely, and that love covers a multitude of things,